
need to concentrate on getting an 

education to support that dream. 

You may not know exactly what 

you want to do but you’d better 

know what you don’t want. If you 

know you don’t want to struggle for 

the rest of your life or be stuck in a 

dead-end job that you hate, or in-

crease your chances of incarcera-

tion, then you’d better know that it 

will take at least a high school diplo-

ma, just for starters.  

To have the things in life that you 

truly want you must concentrate all 

of your energy into mapping a plan 

for your future, which must include 

going to college. You must be 

aware that your current circum-

stances do not determine what you 

will do in the future and don’t let 

the fear of failure keep you from 

trying. Preparing yourself with the 

gift of knowledge is the sweetest 

gift of all. 

Wouldn’t it be nice if this Christmas 

you could receive the gift that you’ve 

always wanted? I’ve always dreamed 

of opening the door and finding a 

new car sitting outside with a gigantic 

bow on top, just for me. Over the 

years though, Christmas after Christ-

mas has passed and still no sparkling 

new car outside. Although I have 

received gifts that I’ve really loved 

and cherished, nothing would please 

me more than to open that little box 

underneath the tree and discover a 

set of car keys.  

Reality is , we rarely receive the 

“perfect” gift or the gift we’ve been 

dreaming about.  It is generally up to 

us to do what’s necessary to obtain 

such compensation. Far too often 

we look for rewards from others 

that we usually can obtain ourselves 

if we put forth the effort. It takes 

patience as well as perseverance to 

prepare yourself for all the twists 

and turns in life, but in the end the 

journey is one worth taking.  

I know being in high school can be 

a challenge you may not feel you 

can over come at times, but take it 

from someone who knows, you 

can. High school prepares you for 

the other challenges you will face in 

the future; college, entering the 

workforce, and/or sustaining a fam-

ily. How? The answer is as obvious 

as knowing whether or not you 

want a successful future.  

If you know you want to have and/

or own things that you can be 

proud of, you must also know you 

      The Sweetest Gift 

Important Dates in 

December  

Dec. 1-10 - - - - -   EOCT Week 

Dec. 3  - - - - - - - - - - - - -SAT 

Dec. 10- - - - - - - - - - - - - ACT 

Dec. 15 & 16 - - - - 9 Wks Test 

Dec. 20ðJan. 10- - Winter Break        

Dec. 25 - - - - - - - - - Christmas 
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Exploring GAcollege411 

1. Click on the Internet Explorer and go to 

www.gacollege411.org 

2. Click on “College Planning” 

3. Click on “Explore Postsecondary 

Schools”  

4. Click on “Compare Schools” 

¶ Lists colleges statewide, colleges in the 

University System of GA, Independent 

Colleges and Technical Colleges 

¶ Includes total enrollment , degrees of-

fered, student-faculty ratio, cost of tui-

tion & fees, and cost of room and board 

5. Click on the college of your choice 

¶ Provides facts and general information 

about the college 

¶ Provides a link to the college’s website, 

which gives you more detailed infor-

mation about the college 

If you know your intended major or want 

to know more about which colleges meet 

your requirements: 

 

1. Click on “College Planning” 

2. Click on “Explore Postsecondary 

Schools” 

3. Click on “College Matching Assistant” 

4. Choose ‘schools to start with’ and “other 

search criteria” 

5. Click “View Matching Colleges” 

6. Colleges that match your requirements 

will be listed 

¶ Information on undergraduate enroll-

ment, student to faculty ratio, student 

body type, matching majors, and housing 

7. Click on the college to get more infor-

mation and to locate the college websites 

Word of the Month: Compassionï caring enough to do something about someone elseôs needs 



COLLEGE ADMISSIONS CHECKLIST 

Junior Year  

September:  

Ý Start thinking about your college choices. Make an appointment to talk with your guidance counse-

lor, Mrs. Naomi Hitchcock. 

Ý Register with http://gacollege411.org to get information on how to plan for, pay for, apply for 

college as well as find out college admissions requirements and more. 

Ý Take interest assessments online to match your interests with the different career choices available 

to you https://secure.gacollege411.org/Career_Planning/Learn_About_ Yourself/

Learn_About_Yourself.aspx  

Ý Get registered with www.admissions.com so the right school can find you. 

Ý Register with http://www.fastweb.com to find the money you may need for college. 

Ý Visit http://www.collegeboard.com for SAT information 

Ý Visit http://actstudent.org for information on ACT 

Ý Visit http://www.gsfc.org/gsfcnew/index.cfm  the official website of the Georgia Student Finance 

Commission (GSFC), the state agency that provides financial aid to help Georgia students realize 

their higher education dreams. 

 

October/November:  

Ý Maintaining your grades during your junior year is important! Colleges put a lot of weight on 

your marks for this year. 

Ý Talk to your parents about college costs. Decide how much you can afford and explore your options 

for funding. Visit http://www.gsfc.org/Main/dsp_main.cfm to refresh your memory about Geor-

giaôs Hope Scholarship and other Georgia student financial assistance. Visit http://

www.findaid.org to learn more about financial aid. 

Ý Take the ASVAB (provides career information and military assessment). 

 

DecemberðFebruary:  

Ý Start a list of 10-15 schools depending on those that meet your requirements: Utilize the information 

from http://gacollege411.org to find colleges that offer the major of your choice. 

Ý Now is the time to really focus your post-secondary research. Many applications are due as early as 

October 1st of your senior year.  

 

March/April  

Ý Continue to tour colleges online and start to narrow down your postsecondary school choices. 

Ý Register for ACT, SAT I, SAT Subject Test (if you plan to attend a 2-year or 4-year institution. 

Ý Register for the ASSET or COMPASS (if you plan to attend a technical college in GA). 

 

May/June:  

Ý Take the ACT, SAT; ASSET or COMPASS 

Ý Make sure your scores are sent to NCAA Eligibility Center (for athletes)  
Ý Talk with teachers, principal, counselors, and/or community leaders about letters of recommenda-

tions. 
Ý Narrow down your college choices to about 3-5 schools.  
Ý Work writing a good college application essay and review the application procedures for the colleg-

es you plan to apply to. You can get tips on writing good application essays on GACollege411 
Ý Decide if you are going to apply under any early decision or early action programs. Be prepared to 

submit your first set of applications in early October/November. 

http://gacollege411.org
https://secure.gacollege411.org/Career_Planning/Learn_About_%20Yourself/Learn_About_Yourself.aspx
https://secure.gacollege411.org/Career_Planning/Learn_About_%20Yourself/Learn_About_Yourself.aspx
http://www.admissions.com
http://www.fastweb.com
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://actstudent.org
http://www.gsfc.org/gsfcnew/index.cfm
http://gacollege411.org

